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TEXT:  Judges 10:6-16 
THEME:  TRUE REPENTANCE    1.  We Have a Patient God    2.  The Lord Looks at the Heart 
 
Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD.  They served the Baals and the 
Ashtoreths, and the gods of Aram, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of 
the Ammonites and the gods of the Philistines. And because the Israelites forsook 
the LORD and no longer served him, he became angry with them. He sold them into 
the hands of the Philistines and the Ammonites, who that year shattered and 
crushed them. For eighteen years they oppressed all the Israelites on the east side 
of the Jordan in Gilead, the land of the Amorites.  The Ammonites also crossed the 
Jordan to fight against Judah, Benjamin and the house of Ephraim; and Israel was in 
great distress.  Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD, "We have sinned against 
you, forsaking our God and serving the Baals."  
 The LORD replied, "When the Egyptians, the Amorites, the Ammonites, the 
Philistines, the Sidonians, the Amalekites and the Maonites oppressed you and you 
cried to me for help, did I not save you from their hands?  But you have forsaken me 
and served other gods, so I will no longer save you.  Go and cry out to the gods you 
have chosen. Let them save you when you are in trouble!"  
 But the Israelites said to the LORD, "We have sinned.  Do with us whatever you 
think best, but please rescue us now."  Then they got rid of the foreign gods among 
them and served the LORD.  And he could bear Israel's misery no longer.       NIV84 
 
Dear Fellow Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb: 
 
WE HAVE A PATIENT GOD.  Eighteen years?  It took 18 years for the Israelites to realize 
what the problem was?  How their idolatry must have been blinding them!  God sent the 
enemy armies of the Philistines from the southwest and the enemy armies of the 
Ammonites from the southeast to crush his people in order to wake them from their 
comfortable stupor.  For 18 years God had sent the warning, “Idolatry is wrong.  Wake up!”  
And after 18 years of oppression, the Israelites finally diagnosed their problem—idolatry 
offends the true God.  So they cried out to the Lord.  And God, in love, answered their 
cries. 
 
Is God patient and loving to us?  It is easy to point to other people we know who are 
suffering the earthly consequences of their sins.  Whether obvious or not, however, we all 
face the same temptations.  And if we become so engrossed and intoxicated with sinful 
desires that they go unchecked, God may need to send us a wake-up call.   
 
Think of some of the public sins of our United States of America:  91 years of evolution 
taught in our public schools, 46 years of no-fault divorce, 43 years of legal abortions, and 
soon there will be a year of same-sex marriages.  All of these sins have their root in 
idolatry, worshiping self above the true God.  While we may not engage in these sins 
ourselves, are we complacent about them, comfortable with them?  Should we wonder why 
the political scene in our country has become so chaotic?  Is God perhaps depriving us of 
good and decent leaders because we, the people, are comfortable with our national idolatry 
and sins?  Is God giving us a wake-up call?  
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Then there are sins we like to overlook in ourselves—gossiping, complaining, laziness, 
addictions, and selfishness.  What favorite sin are you overlooking in your life?  The devil 
knows our weak spots as well as we do because he observes us, and he never stops 
attacking us there.  Sometimes we find ourselves giving in more than we want to admit.  
God may need to send us a wake-up call. 
 
When you consider today God’s 18 years of patient love in working with the Israelites, be 
reminded that God is patient with you.  This patience motivates us to repent of our sins, 
leave them behind, and call out to the Lord for his forgiveness.  Because of Christ Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection, we are forgiven.  If you find yourself in a downward spiral of 
sinful weakness, don’t let it take 18 years to wake up.  Now is the time to confess your sins, 
ask the Lord for his forgiveness, and ask him to use his chastening hand to help you put off 
your sins. 
 
THE LORD LOOKS AT THE HEART.  Today we are celebrating and thanking God for 
Christian Education here at Trinity.  Our text for today helps us to do that by focusing our 
attention on one important aspect of Christian Education.  Disciplining children is a tricky 
task.  It’s interesting how they aren’t very proficient at hiding their hearts.  For instance:  
While little brother is happily playing with a toy train, older brother grabs it from his hands.  
The little brother erupts and cries out about the horrible injustice.  Mom comes over to 
settle the dispute, though it’s not hard to see what happened.  She tells the older brother to 
apologize, which he does willingly, but he still holds the toy firmly behind his back.  He will 
say the right words, but he still wants to keep his prize.  This is not true repentance.   
 

When the Israelites first cried out to the Lord, they said the right things.  But they held their 
idols firmly behind their backs.  God could see what they were doing.  They were merely 
trying to manipulate the true God to get them over a rough patch. So God told them to cry 
out to the false gods that they had behind their backs.  Their hearts had not returned to the 
Lord, and the Lord knew it.  The Lord looks at the heart, and he saw no true repentance in 
theirs. 
 

True repentance is first realizing your sin and God’s impending judgment on your sin.  
Second, it is trusting in God’s mercy, believing that he has forgiven your sin and taken your 
guilt and shame away.  True repentance is a matter of the heart, not just words spoken to 
alleviate temporal pain or to get what you want.  At Trinity Lutheran Elementary School, 
Preschool, and Childcare, at Michigan Lutheran Seminary, Martin Luther College, and 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, students are taught true repentance in an effort not just to 
change wrong behavior, but to bring about a change of heart through the power of God’s 
Word.   
 
Jesus’ message was this:  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near” (Matthew 4:17).  
And so we repent of our sins, not just in words but in truth.  We give up our idols, and we 
look to the cross and empty tomb, which is what we teach the students to do in our 
Lutheran schools.  We rest, knowing that our sin is forgiven.  We rest in God’s patient love 
and in God’s power to help, which only he possesses.  Because this is what our Lutheran 
schools teach, we celebrate them and thank our Savior-God.  May God always bless us 
with good Lutheran schools.  Amen. 


